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Outdoor Education Council Meeting
Meeting Minutes

Wednesday July 29, 2026, 12:30-4pm
Richard Bryan Building, Bonnie Meeting Room
901 S Stewart St, Carson City, NV 89701

Teleconference Access Information
Microsoft Teams meeting 
Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/283377016521477?p=iGAhZYWrkSsx68Vfmn 
Meeting ID: 283 377 016 521 477 
Passcode: Rc3N8eq7 

Need help? | System reference 
Dial in by phone 
+1 775-321-6111,,422750245# United States, Reno 
Find a local number 
Phone conference ID: 422 750 245# 

Notiﬁcation: Items on the agenda may be taken out of order, may be combined for consideration, and may be removed from the agenda or delayed for discussion at any time.

Call to Order 12:32pm
Roll Call

	Name
	Position

	Holly Holwager X
	Division of Outdoor Recreation Representative

	Bryan Walker X
	Department of Education Representative

	Julie Bless X
	Department of Wildlife Representative

	Tate Else – not present
	Nevada Association of School Superintendents
Representative

	Shelly Cruz-Crawford X
	Senate Member

	Max Carter not present
	Assembly Member

	Kristofer Peterson X
	Teacher

	Vacant
	Teacher

	Vacant
	Pupil

	Melanie Erquiaga X
	Nature-based Education Provider

	Vacant
	Nature-based Education Provider




Public comment - NONE 
Public comment is limited to 3 minutes per person. The public may request that items be added to a future agenda. No action will be taken on any matter raised during the public comment period that is not already on the agenda. Persons making comment will be asked to begin by stating and spelling their name for the record.
Forum restrictions and orderly business: The viewpoint of a speaker will not be restricted, but reasonable restrictions may be imposed upon the time, place, and manner of speech. Irrelevant and unduly repetitious statements and personal attacks that antagonize or incite others are examples of public comment that may be reasonably limited.
1. Approve minutes from the May 28, 2026 meeting motion, Melanie Erquiaga motioned, Kristofer Peterson second, passed

FOR DISCUSSION – Welcome and Introduction of Holly Holwager, Division of Outdoor Recreation Representative – informal, no action –

Denise Beronio, NDOR Administrator introduced Holly Holwager as the Division's new Grants and Project Analyst, taking over the position previously held by Kendal Scott. Holly started in early July and will be the NDOR representative to the council.  She originally helped develop the NOER grant program in 2019, when it was under Nevada State Parks and unfunded. She expressed excitement to be back, to learn more about the Outdoor Education Council, and to serve as a resource going forward. 

FOR POSSIBLE ACTION – Teacher of the Year Award updates – 25 nominations received. Julie Bless reported that one nomination could not be located in the state teaching-license database despite searches by Bryan Walker and the Department of Education licensing office; Julie will investigate further and will exclude the nomination if a license cannot be verified. One homeschool-teacher nomination was automatically excluded per committee criteria. The Council still needs two members, not already on the seven-person award committee, to serve as judges; Chip Peterson volunteered to serve. Denise Beronio noted that if no additional volunteers are available, the Council will proceed with the members who are able to serve. 
FOR POSSIBLE ACTION - The Council discussed its three vacant seats (Teacher, Pupil, and a second Nature-based Education Provider): Denise has reached out to the Governor's Office regarding the Nature-based Education Provider vacancy, for which there are two nominees; the previously identified Teacher nominee is no longer available, and a Pupil nominee is still needed.
FOR POSSIBLE ACTION - Updates from subcommittees
· Teacher Training – Chip Peterson and Andrew Snyder, with Jesse, have been developing course content and templates; the first section outline has been completed and reviewed, with more material expected by the end of the month. The training will be hosted on the Department of Education's Canvas site. Bryan Walker will connect with Chip to get up to speed on the subcommittee's work.
· Outdoor School Designation – No subcommittee members were present to report. David Beard asked whether the subcommittee has begun meeting; Julie Bless believed it had but could not confirm membership. NDOR staff will follow up.
· Tech Assistance – Chip Peterson and Julie Bless have not yet met, pending progress from the Teacher Training subcommittee. The subcommittee continues to compile resources; the next step is deciding where to host them.

FOR POSSIBLE ACTION - NAAEE discussions, and long-term planning for council. Denise Beronio reported that she and Holly Holwager plan to meet with the North American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) and David Beard to discuss NAAEE's support for state outdoor education curricula and designation programs, and the possibility of the Council becoming an NAAEE member. The Council also discussed the draft white paper/goals document, prepared by Julie Bless from earlier advisory working group materials, which outlines one- to five-year goals for the Council. Julie has sent her edits to Holly, who will incorporate feedback before the document is shared with the full Council for review. Denise noted the document will remain a living, working plan that can be adjusted over time.

FOR DISCUSSION - Updates from Nature Everywhere (Children & Nature Network) – David Beard reported no major updates other than the organization's upcoming conference in Jacksonville, Florida in May 2027, which may offer a learning and offsite planning opportunity for the Council. He also noted the organization is developing a new community initiative that may provide technical assistance and funding for projects such as living schoolyards, similar to the funding that helped launch the Council's work two years ago. He offered to help connect the Council with NAAEE, noting NAAEE's focus on environmental and in-school education.

2. Public comment - NONE
Public comment is limited to 3 minutes per person. The public may request that items be added to a future agenda. No action will be taken on any matter raised during the public comment period that is not already on the agenda. Persons making comment will be asked to begin by stating and spelling their name for the record.
Forum restrictions and orderly business: The viewpoint of a speaker will not be restricted, but reasonable restrictions may be imposed upon the time, place, and manner of speech. Irrelevant and unduly repetitious statements and personal attacks that antagonize or incite others are examples of public comment that may be reasonably limited.
3. Next Meeting: The Council discussed scheduling the next meeting for Fall 2026, to allow time for the school year to begin and for judges to review Teacher of the Year nominations. 
Adjournment motion Bryan Walker, 2nd Shelly Cruz-Crawford. Adjourned at 1:05pm
Notice of this meeting was posted in the following location:
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 901 S. Stewart Street, Carson City, NV 89701 Nevada State Library, 100 N. Stewart St., Carson City, NV 89701
Nevada State Legislature Building, 401 S. Carson St., Carson City, NV 89701
Notice of this meeting was also posted to the Division website at https://dcnr.nv.gov/divisions-boards/ndor/meetings; and Nevada
Public Notice website at https://notice.nv.gov/.
We are pleased to provide reasonable accommodation for individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the meeting. To request special accommodations or assistance at the meeting, please notify our oﬃce by writing to the Division of Outdoor Recreation, 901 S. Stewart Street, Suite 5001 Carson City, NV 89701; or by calling 775-684- 2794 no later than two (2) working days prior to the scheduled meeting.

To obtain support material for the agenda please call (775) 684-2731 or write 901 South Stewart Street, Suite 5001, Carson City, Nevada 89701. Materials will also be posted on the NDOR Website.
901 S. Stewart Street, Suite 1002 * Carson City, Nevada, 89701 * p:775-684-2700 * f:775-684-2715 * ndor.nv.gov
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