PROPOSED ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
NEVADA DIVISION OF OUTDOOR RECREACTION

Nevada Administrative Code Chapter 407A

Section 1. Chapter NAC 407A is hereby amended by adding thereto the provisions set forth as sections 2 to 13XX, inclusive, of this regulation.  
Sec. 2. As used in sections 2 to 13xx, inclusive, of this regulation, unless the context otherwise requires, the words and terms defined in sections 3 to 7xx, inclusive, of this regulation have the meanings ascribed to them in those sections.  
Sec 3. “Silver State Star Sanctuary” defined. “Silver State Star Sanctuary” means any political subdivision of the state, federal managed land, federally recognized tribal lands, or designated transportation corridor or a combination thereof where the location in the State on Nevada where the darkness of the night sky is relatively free of interference from artificial light and has met the qualifications for designation. 

Sec 4.  “Program” defined. “Program” means the Silver State Star Sanctuary designation program created by Section 1 of Senate Bill No. 52, chapter 25, Statutes of Nevada 2021, at page 105.
Sec 5.  “Artificial light” defined. “Artificial light” means light produced by electric lamps, or any other form of fixture.
Sec. 56. “Proponent” defined. “Proponent” means any individual or entity serving as a chief sponsor and point of contact for a Silver State Star Sanctuary designation application. 
Sec 6. “Administrator” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 407A.105.  
Sec. 7. “Division” has the meaning ascribed to it in NRS 407A.110. 
Sec. 8.    The Administrator will administer the Silver State Star Sanctuary [insert name of program] to provide for location designation. of Silver State Star Sanctuaries. 
Sec 9. Criteria. 
1. A Silver State Star Sanctuary must be located: 
 (a) Over public land within the State of Nevada with the consent of each governmental entity having jurisdiction over the land applying for Silver State Star Sanctuary designation; or  
(b) Over privately-owned land located in the State in Nevada. 
2. A Silver State Star Sanctuary must have obtained or be under review for accreditation from the International Dark Sky Association or a similar third-party dark sky program.  

Sec. 10 Eligible locations
1. The following are eligible for Silver State Star Sanctuary designation: 
(a) A political subdivision of the state as defined in NRS 41.0305, 
(b) federally managed land, 
(c) federally recognized tribal lands,
(d) designated transportation corridor 
(e) or a combination thereof
2. A Silver State Star Sanctuary must be located: 
 (a) Over public land with the consent of each governmental entity having jurisdiction over the land applying for Silver State Star Sanctuary designation; or  
(b) Over privately-owned land in the manner and subject to the limitations provided in NRS XXX.XXX  to NRS XXX.XXX. 

Sec. 10.  A proponent must submit an application for Silver State Star Sanctuary to the Division in the format prescribed by the Division.  
Sec. 11. Evaluation of Applications.  
1. The Division shall review each application for completeness and confirm eligibility criteria pursuant to Sections 9 and 10. 
2. The Division will convene a meeting of stakeholders impacted by the proposed designation for Silver State Star Sanctuary. 
3. To be considered as a Silver State Star Sanctuary, a proponent must submit to the division a completed Silver State Star Sanctuary application form in the format specified by the division.  
4. The division will review each Silver State Star Sanctuary proposal for completeness. If an application is The division will then begin review all complete, eligible applications. iIncomplete or ineligible, the applications will be returned to the proponents with a writtenn explanation of the deficienciesfor the deficiency. 
5. The division will consider places for designation based on the criteria provided in sections (1)–(2) of this rule. 
6. The division shall conduct a field review of the proposed location  
7. The division shall confirm that the location has received or is under review for accreditation from the International Dark Sky Association or a similar third party dark sky program  
8. The division shall score the place against criteria established in this rule, including but not limited to:
9. Emphasis on use of public lands, 
10. Minimizing adverse effects on adjacent landowners,  
11. Harmony with and complement to established forest, agricultural, or other use plans, and  
12. Any natural features, agriculture, forest, unusual or unique landforms, vegetation, water components, scenic beauty and interest, as well as amenities available to the place.  
13. Based on the application, field review and scoring the division shall determine if the place qualifies for designation as a Silver State Star Sanctuary
14. If the division does not recommend designating the route as a Silver State Star Sanctuary, it shall provide comments and recommendations to the proponent. The proponent may reapply to the department Divisiononly after fully resolvingaddressing the identified recommendations deficiencies.of the division. 
Sec 12. Designation Process:  
The Proponent must submit to the department a completed Silver State Star Sanctuary application in the format specified by the division. 
The division shall review the proposed designation as provided in NRS XX.XXX. 
WWithin 90 days of submission on (2) the administrator shall either:after receipt of the application the Administrator shall notify the proponent in writing of the decision to approve or   
Provide the Proponent with a written notice of approval or deny the application ial of the proposedfor Silver State Star Sanctuary designation.; or  
Request that the Proponent provide further information for consideration of the application  
 
Sec 13. Monitoring. The Program Division shall monitor designated Silver State Star Sanctuaries on a 5-year cycle to ensure maintenance continued of all lighting infrastructure in accordance with the designated agreements.
accreditation from the International Dark Sky Association or a similar third-party dark sky program.  
